Symphony No. 1 in D Minor of Charles Ives (Chicago Symphony 


Orchestra, Morton Gould, conductor; WNYC-FM) 


Juxtaposition and triangulation and when Ives was ten his 
father would have him sing Swanee River in the key of E flat 
and accompany him in the key of C major and the vocabulary of 
music and the form of music were thereby enlarged and given 
the isosceles triangle ABC with A the apex, to learn a foreign 
language is to learn that word or those words used by native 


speakers of a foreign language to describe a particular object, 
experience, emotion, attitude or gesture. Assume that the apex 
of the triangle is that word used by speakers of French (angles 


B and C) to describe that fruit customarily associated with 

the Garden of Eden, "pomme." In order to speak and to compre- 
hend and to write and to read French the non-speaker and the 
non-comprehender and the non-writer and the non-reader of French 
(angle c, for example) must learn to speak that word which is 
used by the French to describe that fruit customarily associated 
with the Garden of Eden and to understand that same word when 





it is spoken in the French manner and to write that word in the 
French manner and to read that word when it is written in the 
French manner. Triangulation and if that learner is a native 
speaker of English then the English word for that fruit custom- 
arily associated with the Garden of Eden and the French word 

for that same fruit are superimposed and neither is erased and 
both are meaningful. The fruit of Eden is both "une pomme" and 
"an apple" and when Peter Stuyvesant surrendered the Province 

of New Netherlands and the City of New Amsterdam to the British 
Colonel Richard Nicolls who was representing James, Duke of York 
and Albany, New Netherlands and New Amsterdam became New York 
and the former names were erased by the latter names and the 
former were no longer meaningful but the citizens of the province 
and the citizens of the city were the same, New Amsterdam be- 
came New York for reasons of tonality and in 1894 Charles Ives 
composed Song for Harvest Season for voice, cornet, trombone 

and organ pedals each in a different key and Ives lived on 

East Seventy-Fourth Street in the city of NNeEWwwYAmosrtkeerdam. 


(L'Aire: 9-8-75) 





